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Local power, long-term planning

H ow the rural areas were
electrified is one of the greatest
achievements of cooperative and
economic democracy this nation has
ever known. In the late 1930s and
early 1940s, farm men and women all
over America went up and down the
country roads petitioning, organizing,
and electing for power.

83 years strong

On May 6, 1936, the Rural Electric
Association (REA) approved Loup
District’s application for a REA loan

to build a rural electric distribution
system in Platte County. By November
12, 1936, 558 Platte County farmers
had signed contracts to take electric
service from the district. After the rural
electric systems were formed, the
task of setting poles and stringing line
began.

In 1937, the Colfax County Rural
Electrification District was formed. At
that time, 296 customers signed up

for electric power, and 132 people were
potential customers. REA approved a
loan to build lines in Colfax County, but
money would not be available until July
1938. So impatient farmers signed up
with competing lines in the area.

Loup River Public Power District - Rural
Division had money to extend rural
services into Colfax County. So, the
Colfax County District gave the signed
customer list to Loup Rural Division, and
then ceased to exist as a public body.

The new Boone-Nance Public Power
District Board of Directors held their first
meeting on October 28, 1938. By the
end of 1939, the first line construction
project was completed.

Entry of the United States into World
War Il in December 1941 and changing
economic conditions led to the belief
that combining Loup’s farm lines with

Continued on page 2-C: Wholesale power
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WAYS TO PAY YOUR ELECTRIC BILL

Auto bill pay

Receiving bills and sending payments using the mail
system is not as fast as it used to be. Oftentimes,
customers receive a late bill in the mail and miss a payment,
resulting in a late fee. Monthly bills are always due by the
20th of the month to avoid a late fee, regardless of when the
customer receives their bill.

Cornhusker Public Power District encourages customers to
avoid these scenarios by signing up for E-bill or automatic bill
pay. We also offer a variety of ways you can pay your bill.

SIGN UP FOR E-BILL

E-bill is an electronic bill customers will receive via email. Visit
cornhusker-power.com and click on the PAY NOW tab and set
up the e-notifications under MY ACCOUNT. Once set up, you
can click an option to receive your bills electronically.

Once the bill is processed at the beginning of each month,
customers will be emailed a statement showing how much
energy was used and the amount of the bill. They can
also view and pay their bill online at any time using their
computers, phones, or tablets.

ONLINE

Customers can pay their bill online. Go to cornhusker-power.
com and click on the PAY MY BILL tab. Customers can log
in to their account and pay their bill online via e-check at no
charge or by credit card for a fee. There is also a quick pay
option, which requires no sign-in.

SIGN UP FOR AUTOMATIC BILL PAY
Another option for customers to pay their bill is through
automatic bill pay. You will NEVER miss a payment again.

At the beginning of the month, you will receive a statement
from Cornhusker Public District showing how much energy
you used and the amount of the bill. We will notify your bank

Drop box, call, mail Bank bill pay service

of the amount, and they will automatically transfer this amount
from your checking account on the 18th of each month to
Cornhusker Public Power District. With this method, you will
never have to worry about having your payment mailed in time.
To sign up for automatic bill pay:

1. Complete the authorization agreement form

(found at cornhusker-power.com/billing/autopay/)
2. Attach a voided check
3. Return both to Cornhusker Public Power District

DROP BOX, CALL, OR MAIL IN YOUR PAYMENT
Payments can be put in our drop box, located outside the front
door. Customers can mail payment to our office at PO BOX

9, Columbus, NE 68602-0009. If you mail in a payment, make
sure you allow enough time for mail delivery by the 20th of
each month. Or call 402-564-2821, and our customer service
representatives can make a credit card transaction for you.

BANK BILL PAY SERVICE

Most banks offer this service at no charge to their customers.
Go online, notify your bank when to pay and the amount to
pay, and your bank takes care of the rest for you. Contact your
bank for complete details on this service.

Energy camp winner announced

ornhusker Public Power

District selected Justin
Eisenmann to attend NREA
Youth Energy Leadership
Camp this July. Justin is
the son of Doug and Laura,
and he will be a junior at
Clarkson Public Schools
this fall.
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those of Boone-Nance to form a new public power district
could improve the operation of rural lines. Cornhusker

Rural Public Power District was formed on January 1, 1943.
Property of the former Boone-Nance District and the rural
division of the Loup Power District was consolidated to

create the new rural district. The combined systems under
Cornhusker Rural Public Power District, governed by their
own board of directors, served 987 customers. When the Loup
Board of Directors authorized the formation of Cornhusker
Rural Public Power District, their directive was to organize

a new power district to better represent the rural people.
Cornhusker was the first public power district in the state to be
formed from the merger of two systems.

Today, Cornhusker Public Power District distributes electricity
to 10,455 electric services over 3,263 miles of distribution in
parts of Platte, Colfax, Nance, Boone, Wheeler, Greeley, and
Merrick counties.

Wholesale power supply

The power CPPD distributes is purchased wholesale from
Nebraska Public Power District (NPPD). Wholesale power
costs account for nearly 70% of CPPD’s total operating
expenses, and the contracts governing that supply include
significant terms and conditions.

A wholesale power contract is a long-term agreement in
which a utility purchases electricity in bulk from a power
supplier to serve homes, farms, and businesses. While you,
the customer, receive electricity from CPPD, the power itself is
generated by NPPD and delivered through the electric grid.

These contracts outline how much electricity will be supplied,
the cost of the power, and the length of the agreement. It also
helps CPPD plan for future energy needs, maintain reliable
service, and manage costs over time.

For customers, wholesale power contracts play an important
role in keeping electricity reliable and rates as stable and
affordable as possible. They also provide utilities with greater
certainty when planning infrastructure investments and
preparing for future growth and energy demand.

Negotiating and managing a wholesale power contract is one
of the most important responsibilities of the CPPD Board of
Directors and management.

“Wholesale power supply is one of the most important
decisions we make at CPPD as it accounts for roughly 70%
of the customer’s bill, and we took a close, thoughtful look at
it with our customers in mind,” says CEO/GM Kyndell Penick.
“There’s a lot to weigh — including contract term, flexibility,
energy independence, and accountability — and we carefully
considered every part of it.”

While CPPD has the option to pursue a new wholesale
agreement with NPPD, it has determined that the current
contract remains the best choice for our customers. The
existing agreement runs through 2035.

“The board’s decision came down to what would best serve
our customers,” said Jon Gehring, CPPD board chairman.
“After reviewing both our current wholesale power contract
and the proposed 2026 NPPD contract, we believe staying
with the 2016 agreement is the right choice.”

The board evaluated several factors in'making its decision, —

including the need for flexibility to meet evolving customer
demaridis. As the energy industry continues to change,

ing the ability to adopt new technologies while

ing local control remains a key priority.—
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shocks around
pools, hot tubs and
spas before
they happen.

Use a qualified electrician for any new pool,
hot tub or spa wiring.

Use covered outdoor outlets.

Make sure outlets are GFCl-protected and tested
monthly.

Keep cords away from water. Don't use
extension cords for pool equipment.

Replace cracked outlet covers, frayed cords,
loose plugs, or damaged equipment.

Choose battery-operated and waterproof TVs,
radios, and speakers.

Don't handle phones, tablets, laptops or charging
cords when you're wet, and keep them away
from pools, spas and sinks.

Check power line clearance with an

electrician or your utility when installing pools,
spas, and structures like diving boards; and have
utilities marked before digging.

Schedule periodic electrical inspections and
upgrades for your equipment.

Have an electrician show you how to shut off all
power in an emergency and make sure the shut-
off switch is labeled.

. PAY YOUR BILL ONLINE
myaccount.cornhusker-power.com/onlineportal/

@ VIEW OUR OUTAGE MAP
cornhusker-power.com/services/power-outage/

FIND US ON FACEBOOK
facebook.com/profile.php?id=100083228923860

Know the risks: Wet skin + wet surfaces =
increased risk when electricity is present.

Warning signs of shock in the water:

e Tingling sensation.
e Muscle cramps.
e Restricted movement.

If you suspect electrical shock:

Turn off all power immediately.
Do NOT enter the water to
rescue anyone.

e Use a non-conductive rescue tool
(such as fiberglass).

e Call911.

If you feel a shock in the water, move
away from the source and get out.

afe Learn more at:
lectricity.org®

AVOID LATE FEES

Never miss a payment. Sign up
for e-bill by scanning the QR
code. Bills are due on the 20th
of each month, regardless of
when you receive your bill in
the mail.




