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Continued on page 2-D: Preparation

The power of preparation

It is easy to become complacent about the weather, but severe weather 
claims hundreds of lives each year. From tornadoes and floods to lightning, 

high winds, extreme heat and cold, severe weather can cause destruction 
and power outages. Many people end up in dangerous situations because 
they think they can outrun or outsmart a storm, extreme temperatures or 
other hazardous conditions. Being prepared with supplies, a plan and safety 
knowledge can help protect you and your family.

September is National Preparedness Month, and Cornhusker Public Power 
District wants to remind customers about the power of preparation. 

Watch vs. warning
When severe weather is approaching, many people turn on the TV, check a 
weather app or go online for updates. It is important to know the difference 
between a watch and a warning.

A watch means conditions are favorable for severe weather, such as a severe 
thunderstorm or tornado. Stay alert, monitor conditions, and take precautionary 
steps, such as unplugging electronics and checking your emergency kit.

A warning means severe weather is occurring, is imminent, or is indicated 
by radar. Take shelter immediately in the safest part of the building, such as a 
basement or an interior room on the lowest floor, away from windows.
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Jeff Hubbell hired as Engineering and 
Planning Director

WELCOME

PROMOTIONS

David Johnson hired as Mechanic/Utility 
Maintenance Technician 

Austin Urkoski promoted to Service/
Maintenance Technician

Keaton Zarek promoted to Lead Line 
Technician 

Jeff Hubbell, P.E., was hired 
as Engineering and Planning 

Director at CPPD on June 15, 
2026.

Raised on his family farm near 
Spearville, KS, Jeff learned the 
values of hard work, dedication, 
and community from an early 
age. After graduating from 
Kansas State University, he returned to his hometown and began 
his career with Victory Electric Cooperative. Over the next 12 years, 
he served in a variety of leadership roles, starting as an Electrical 
Engineer and more recently transitioning into the Manager of 
Engineering.

Jeff and his wife are proud parents of two boys, and family remains 
at the center of his life. Outside of work, he enjoys spending time with 
family and friends, building meaningful relationships, and making the 
most of opportunities to connect with those around him.

David Johnson joined 
Cornhusker Public Power 
District on June 29, 2026.

Before joining the District, 
David worked for CNC and 
brings more than 16 years of 
experience as a mechanic. 
He earned degrees in Auto 
Technology and Auto Body 
from Northeast Community College.

David and his fiancée, Shirri, live in Columbus. He has one 
daughter and five stepsons.

Outside of work, David has been racing Sport Mod cars for 
14 years. He competes at U.S. 30 Speedway in Columbus on 
Thursday nights and at the Albion Speedway on Friday nights. In 
his free time, he also enjoys hunting, fishing, and spending time 
with his family.

Austin Urkoski was promoted 
to Service/Maintenance 
Technician on June 23, 2026.

Austin joined Cornhusker 
Public Power District on May 
15, 2017, as an Apprentice 
Line Technician on the 
Columbus underground 
construction crew. He is a 
2014 graduate of Lakeview High School and a 2017 graduate 
of Northeast Community College. In September 2024, he was 
promoted to Lead Line Technician on the construction crew 
before moving into his current role as Service/Maintenance 
Technician.

Austin and his wife, Alyssa, have four children: Krete, Ford, 
Suede, and Sadler.

Keaton Zarek was promoted 
to Lead Line Technician on 
the Columbus underground 
construction crew on July 14, 
2026.

Keaton joined Cornhusker 
Public Power District on June 
21, 2023, as an Apprentice 
Line Technician on the 
Columbus underground construction crew. He is a graduate of 
Twin River High School and earned an Associate of Applied 
Science degree in Utility Line from Northeast Community 
College in 2023. He achieved Journeyman Line Technician 
status in June 2026 before being promoted to his current role. 

Keaton and his wife Kelsie reside in Columbus. 
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SOURCE OF EXPENSE
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Kyndell Penick (r)
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At Cornhusker Public Power District, our mission remains 
simple and important: to safely deliver reliable, affordable 
electricity while serving the communities that depend on us 
every day. As a public power district, we are proud to be locally 
governed and focused entirely on the needs of our customers 
and communities.

This past couple of years presented both opportunities 
and challenges across the electric industry. Rising costs for 
materials, infrastructure, and wholesale power have required 
careful planning and responsible fi nancial stewardship. 
Through it all, our team remained focused on maintaining the 
reliability our customers expect while continuing to invest in 
strengthening our electric system for the future.

Reliability remains the foundation of what we do. Our 
operations and engineering teams worked diligently 
throughout the year, maintaining infrastructure, improving 
system performance, and responding quickly whenever 
outages occurred. Their dedication ensures that homes, farms, 
and businesses across our service territory have the power they 
need.

We also continue to invest in modern technology and system 
improvements that position Cornhusker Public Power District 
for the future. From grid modernization to improved metering 
and operational systems, these investments help us operate 
more effi ciently while maintaining strong service reliability.

Looking ahead, Cornhusker Public Power District remains 
committed to reliable service, sound fi nancial management, 
and continued investment in the infrastructure that supports 

Jon Gehring (l)
Board President

EXECUTIVE MESSAGE

our communities. We are honored to serve you and remain 
focused on powering the future of the region we proudly 
call home. As you read this biannual report, you can see our 
commitment to providing safe and affordable electricity. 

We encourage you to contact your elected Board of Director 
or our offi ce with concerns and/or ideas; we truly want to 
understand how we can better serve you!

SOURCES OF REVENUE
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When Cornhusker Public Power District 
breaks down the average kWh into its 
expense components, you can see how the 
percentage of each expense contributes 
to the overall cost. The largest expense, 
wholesale power, contributes to the overall 
cost of power, which was 64.6% of our total 
expense for 2025.  

Residential revenues continued to constitute the largest 
portion of revenues at 40%. Irrigation revenues accounted for 
16% of total revenues. Cornhusker Public Power District makes 
use of revenue in a manner that balances short-term operating 
expenses with long-term planning. 

To access Cornhusker Public Power District’s 2024/25 Business Report, visit cornhusker-power.com.



PAY YOUR BILL ONLINE
myaccount.cornhusker-power.com/onlineportal/  

       VIEW OUR OUTAGE MAP 
       cornhusker-power.com/services/power-outage/

              FIND US ON FACEBOOK
               facebook.com/profile.php?id=100083228923860
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AVOID LATE FEES
Never miss a payment. Sign up 
for e-bill by scanning the QR 
code. Bills are due on the 20th 
of each month, regardless of 
when you receive your bill in 
the mail.  

Through Operation 
Roundup, Cornhusker 

Public Power District 
automatically rounds up 
a participating customerÊs 
electric bill to the next 
highest dollar. The average 
annual giving is $6 per 
customer with a max of 
$11.98 per year. Contributions are tax deductible. If you 
want to make a difference in your community, consider 
rounding up your bill. Call 402 564 2821 to participate in the 
program and make a BIG change in your community. 

Applications can be found at cornhusker-power.com. Third 
quarter applications are due by October 16, 2026. 

2026 Goodwill Fund 3rd Qtr Results

Amount       Organization/Agency                   Purpose
$250 Albion Chamber of Commerce Goodie bags

$200 Albion Economic Development 
Corporation 

Traffic and roadway safety 
signs 

$200 Gateway Theatre Digital projection system

$200 Toys for Tots Gifts

$250 Cedar Rapids Sr. Center Round folding table

$300 St. John Neumann New windows

$200 Big Pals Little Pals Meals and supplies

$300 East Central Long Term 
Recovery Group

Mini first aid kits

$200 Platte County Area Crime 
Stoppers

Rewards

$225 TeamMates Mentoring of 
Columbus

New mentor training kits

$200 Little Angels Child Care Learning toys and books

$100 St. Joseph Mission Group Batting

Thank you to all customers who round-up their bill.

Follow these tips to stay safe
 Install a weather app and enable severe weather 

alerts.
Remember that a warning means it is time to act.

 Have an evacuation plan for hazards such as floods or 
wildfires.

 Establish a family communication plan, including each 
personÊs responsibilities and a meeting place in case 
you are separated.

 Keep emergency kits stocked and up to date. Include 
a first-aid kit, portable phone charger, flashlights, 
batteries, food, water and enough supplies to last at 
least three days.

 Follow the manufacturerÊs instructions when using a 
generator.

 Use a generator only outdoors in an open area, never 
in a garage, carport or other enclosed space.

 Keep portable generators at least 20 feet from doors, 
windows and vents.

Stay alert during cleanup
 If the power is out, stay indoors unless you must leave 

to remain safe.
 Be alert for downed power lines that may be hidden by 

ice, snow, standing water or storm debris.
 Never approach a downed power line. Call 911, then 

keep others away.
 Do not trim trees or branches within 10 feet of an 

overhead power line.

Power outages, downed lines, and generator misuse 
can create serious risks during and after severe weather. 
To learn more about keeping loved ones safe, visit 
SafeElectricity.org.
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